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FROM THE PASTOR       BEGINNING A NEW YEAR

As we enter this New Year of 2024, we likely do so with a rich mixture of hopes, fears, and emotions.  Ongoing violence 
in the Holy Land and Ukraine make the world seem darker, as does the reality of an upcoming Presidential election within 
this year, which will likely be as horrendously polarizing and divisive as that of four years ago.  When things are troubling 
at such a broad level, it can leave us feeling helpless and overwhelmed.  I found some inspiration in these words from 
John Roedel, a comic and author of books on faith and mental health.  He wrote:  

Whenever I feel helpless in this overwhelming world,  I become a helper.

Oh, oh, my love, on the days when it feels like I have no power,   I serve others.

You see, whenever I wash the world’s feet,  My hands immediately stop shaking.

This reference to Christ washing his disciples’ feet on Maundy Thursday is one which always moves me.   That God in 
Christ stoops to perform so humble and helpful an action for us is revealing and energizing in the midst of a loud and 
chaotic world.  And discovering within ourselves the capacity to move from anxiety to constructive action is surely a 
move that requires moral courage and spiritual muscle—in short, it requires faith.  

Beginning anything new is actually an act of faith, isn’t it?  Whether we begin a construction project or a quilt or a study 
endeavor or a trip or a friendship…..any such new beginning requires the faith to take that first step.  Certainly the same is 
true of our entrance into this new year.  We need to have faith that God is with us; that God is already in the future going 
before us; and that we can make a difference---even in the face of factors that seem overwhelming and leave us feeling 
helpless.  

Presbyterian minister Fred Rogers said that when he was fighting despair or fear, he would look for the helpers.  We can 
also look for the helpers, because they are always there, sent by God, making a difference.  But perhaps we can also look 
to be the helpers, the ones who may make a difference for others.  Simply by refusing to give in to feelings of helplessness 
or overwhelment, but instead trusting in God that our small acts of help and kindness matter.   

May God bless us as we enter this New Year, with servant hearts and kind hands.  

Pastor Susan Berge 


WORSHIP IN JANUARY

This month begins with the completion of the 12-day long season of Christmas, as we celebrate Epiphany on Sunday, 
January 7(one day off from the actual festival on January 6).  We will then continue on through the season of Epiphany, 
the season of light and revelation.

Sunday, January 7-The Festival of Epiphany.  We will celebrate Holy Communion at the altar. 

Sunday, January 14-A Sunday after Epiphany.  We will celebrate Holy Communion by intinction. 

Sunday, January 21-A Sunday after Epiphany.  We will celebrate Holy Communion by intinction.  Sticks and Strings will 
lead our worship. 

Sunday, January 28-A Sunday after Epiphany.  We will celebrate Holy Communion by intinction, and there will be an 
opportunity for Healing Prayer and Anointing.  
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BIRTHDAYS and ANNIVERSARIES


JANUARY BIRTHDAYS	 	 	 	 JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES


4   Jim Bujold	 	 	 	 	 2  Don and LeeAnn Olson

4  Chris Cuypers

5   Bill Gorman

5  Anne Davies

8   Karin Harris	 

16 Sydney Pollard

20  Sandy Holt

24 Kyle Beardsley

26 Mike Garey

28 Courtney Anderson

31 Richard Ojard

31  Laurie Peck




Council Buzz	

By Helene Hedlund	 


Reminder:  The council has identified 3 major outcomes for their work during 2023.

• Identify KRLC as “The Heart of The Community”

• Improve/expand communication

• Assess decisions to be certain they are accomplishing what was intended


What’s Happening

• Draft and implement archiving process - ongoing

• Review and update of Constitution and Bylaws.  Making progress but ongoing

• A nominating committee has been formed.  VP David Grong will chair this committee and share more 

information.

• The Stewardship committee was updated . . . will be making recommendations to Council at their next 

meeting

• Several council members and other members of the congregation will be attending the county Water 

information meeting on Wednesday, December 20.

• The next face to face meeting is scheduled for January 7, 2024 immediately following service.


Thank you for your support of the 2023 Council


NOMINATING COMMITTEE

A Nominating Committee has been selected by the Church Council, the purpose of which is to seek candidates 
for various leadership positions within the church.  These candidates will then be presented to the congregation 
and an election will be held during the Annual Meeting on February 11th.  The committee will be seeking 
members of KRLC to fill the following open positions: Congregation Secretary (also secretary of the council), 
Endowment Committee, Synod Assembly representatives, and Audit Committee.  If you are willing and able to 
serve please contact one of the Nominating Committee, David Grong, LeeAnn Olson, & Steve Carlson.


Outreach Spotlight for the month

NORTH SHORE HORIZONS: North Shore Horizons was formed in 1980 to serve individuals and families 
impacted by domestic violence and sexual assault in Lake County and the surrounding area. Today, the 
organization serves upwards of eight hundred individuals annually, providing community education, outreach, 
and trauma-informed services to those impacted by domestic and sexual violence. During the pandemic, they 
also served homeless women with children.


CHURCH MOUSE by Jan Swanson

Happy New Year!!!  If you haven’t notice I like doing interviews and I thought it would be fun to talk to one of 
our behind the scene’s members.  See if you can guess who it is.  You may not have met her or even know what 
she looks like but you’ve seen her work every week for the past year.  You might have seen her at WELCA or 
Lectio or Lenten Study or Children’s Church or Choir or Picnics or Special Events or even around TH as the 
Community Partners office assistant and support staff (5 days a week) or at the library as an aid (4 days a week) 
checking books in and out.  Have you guessed who it is yet?  Our Custodian Hannah Weishaar… THANK YOU 
HANNAH!!! What a BLESSING you are!!!

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!!!  Jullian, Derek and Trygg McCorrison; and Pattie & Pete Stoddard.

WELCA… If you have never attended and are curious to just see what WELCA is all about, I would suggest 
coming to the January meeting, you will not be disappointed.




All Women are Invited to WELCA

(Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church of American’s) 


White Elephant Gift Exchange 

And Pot Luck Dinner

Tue., Jan. 9th, 6pm


At Sandra Bjorum’s Home

                    (If you need a ride meet at Knife River Lutheran Church by 5:45 to Carpool!)


JANUARY ‘TACO FEED’ SUPPER…  Wed., Jan. 17th, 5 pm.  Sponsored by the Church Council.  EVERYONE is 
WELCOME!  No need to bring anything just come and enjoy!


GREET, MEET & EAT Have you noticed a theme here… Remember the kick-off to the New Year Dec. 31, 5-8 pm 
Game/Trivia New Years Party… Also, sign-up for Coffee Fellowship each week following service.


CORRECTION… Time Change… The KRLC Quilters now meet Wednesday at 1:00 pm.


HEART OF THE COMMUNITY

STEVE BETZLER & CREW… Thanks for all your dedication and hard work to build our Knife River 
Hiking Trail.  We are now noted as one of the ‘Top Ten in Duluth’.  Your hard work is done quietly and often 
without notice because that’s the way you operate… you’re in the woods!

KNIFE RIVER HULDREFOLK STORY TRAIL is open even without snow.  Sponsored by the Knife River 
Recenter with special recognition to the Story ‘Emily & her dog Scout’ written by Lise Lunge-Larson; 
Driftwood Sculptures by Wilmer Roballo; Huldrefolk painted by Laura Stone, Kaia Anderson and Particia 
Canelake… and many more to numerous to name.
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