
JOHN 2, WATER INTO WINE,  JANUARY 16, 2022 

 This morning’s Gospel lesson is set within the joyful and robust event of a 1st C. Jewish 

wedding, an event that involved 3 stages and lasted several days and might include pretty much 

everyone in the local area.  The event is happening in a village about 3 or 4 miles from where Jesus and 

his disciples and his family lived; they are among the invited guests.  We would not go wrong to imagine 

feasting, music, dancing, and general jollity taking place.  But then there’s a snag…they’ve run out of 

wine!  Oops!  The newly married couple is suddenly faced with the prospect of their wedding forever 

being remembered as the wedding where the wine ran out before the celebration was over.  Admittedly, 

this is a small problem in a world of larger problems, but still a significant concern for this couple and 

this wedding in real time!  Then, miraculously, and without the understanding of most everyone present, 

there was more wine, and in fact, the best wine any of them had ever tasted.  All was well.  

 I love this text, and I can warm to it easily.  If I were to choose some joyful and colorful 

highlights from this last year from my personal life, I would certainly choose the Hmong blessing and 

the American wedding of my son and daughter-in-law. Focusing in on the wedding, it also involved 

feasting, music, dancing, and general jollity, and a wide assortment of family and friends from both sides 

were present.  Wine flowed freely without any shortages, but there was a catering issue---the Italian style 

buffet food did not arrive in a timely manner as had been scheduled.  The minutes kept ticking by and 

the caterer’s van did not appear.  Since Andrew and Galina’s connections with this caterer had left them 

feeling a bit uneasy all along, a sense of anxiety did begin to manifest among the couple and those few 

of us in the know as we watched and waited.  Whether or not direct divine intervention occurred is hard 

to say—certainly a few of us were offering up hasty prayers.  But the caterer did finally show up, and 
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the Italian buffet was delicious and plentiful. The wedding was not remembered by all present as the 

wedding where dinner never happened, but rather as the wedding with abundant joy and sustenance for 

all.  All was well!  

 In the Gospel of John, this is the first sign or miracle of Jesus that is recorded for posterity.  We 

might take a moment to wonder-why is that?  In the other Gospels, the first miracle recorded is an 

exorcism—Jesus casting out a demon; God taking on evil from day 1, so to speak.  That seems like an 

appropriate debut miracle for Christ; weighty, dramatic, significant.  Yet here in John, we see Jesus 

saving a couple from social embarrassment by turning water into wine as His first miracle; not so 

weighty or dramatic—and yet, still significant.  To grasp some of that significance we want to focus 

briefly on the two star images of this text:  weddings and wine.   

 Wedding imagery is used throughout both the Old and New Testament to describe the 

relationship between God and God’s beloved people.  We saw this in our first lesson from Isaiah, where 

we read “as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.’  Jesus 

performing his first miracle in this Gospel at a wedding definitely places Christ within this long tradition 

of a joyful, loving relationship between God and humanity, and between people within a community of 

faith.  This is a festive, intimate, community-oriented setting for Christ’s first miracle. 

 Then, there’s the wine.  Throughout Scripture, wine was seen as a sign of God’s abundance and 

provision, associated both with necessity and the giving of joy.  Many today still appreciate fine wine!  

Such people can relate to the Jewish folk saying; “Where there is no wine, there is no joy.  Where there 

is no joy, there is no blessing.”  Their folk wisdom included the notion that when the Messiah finally 

came, every faithful Jew would be so blest so as to sit beneath their own fig tree while the streets beside 
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them ran with wine.  Within this miracle, if we do the math, we’re talking about 120-180 gallons of fine 

wine created by Christ---surely a great deal and enough to make a small river of wine flow for a while!  

Turning water into wine demonstrates God’s intention of abundant provision; and provision not only of 

necessities, but of joy, of fun, of festivity. This certainly helps to set the record straight about what Christ 

was like and what faithful people look like to this day.  So often we have in our cultural stereotypes 

images of religious people as solemn, straightlaced, joyless folks who condemn pleasures like dancing 

or drinking.  Such stereotypes don’t in the least take into account this very first miracle of Christ.  He’s 

the one Who’s the life of this party, making it go with a swing, turning water in wine!   If He was doing 

the 1st C. equivalent of line dancing or the limbo there,  I’ve no doubt He did it with happy gusto.  This 

wedding miracle speaks to us of a God of abundance and robust celebration.   

 Having explored why this particular setting is actually perfect for Jesus’s debut miracle, let’s 

ponder a few details.  There’s this rather odd but endearing interaction between Jesus and Mary, right?  

Although she has presumably never seen Him work a miracle before, she somehow has no doubt that He 

can and will do so, in spite of His initial seeming disdain for the problem of a shortage of wine.   Here’s 

the great part of the text.  As if Jesus hadn’t just indicated that he has no intention of squandering his 

divinity on this silly problem, Mary says to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”  As a devoted 

mother, Mary trusts that Jesus is going to respond to her request, humble though it is, and even though 

he doesn’t really seem to consider it a worthy effort.  Sure enough, Jesus instructs the servants to fill six 

stone water jars nearby, each holding twenty to thirty gallons, with water.  They do so, and he tells them 

to take some for the chief steward to sample.  The steward is so amazed by the quality of the wine he 

finds there, that he tells the bridegroom, “Most guys would’ve served this wine first and then brought 

out the cheap stuff when everyone was smashed, but you saved the best for last.”  End of story.  Jesus 
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turns water into wine and a major social disaster in a very small sector of the world is averted.  A rather 

curious and yet delightful story, wouldn’t you say?   

 We are in the church season of Epiphany, when our chosen Scripture texts contain epiphanies…

which means revelations---about how God is incarnate in Christ.  We will see a number of signs and 

wonders in the upcoming weeks, having begun with this one.  Each wonder will be an epiphany of some 

kind, a revelation that brings to light something about God in Christ.  Many of those upcoming miracles 

will be very public.  But, if you think about it, this miracle was actually a quiet miracle, though it 

happened at a public occasion.  The only ones who knew about it were Jesus, his mother, his disciples, 

and the servants. And John acknowledges this when he ends our text this morning by stating, “This was 

the first of his signs, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.”  In other words, the 

whole village, gathered in celebration was not aware of how the wind shortage weas solved nor were 

they enlightened as to who Jesus was; only the disciples were impacted by this particular epiphany.  This 

was, then, a quiet, humble miracle, done in response to a simple need.  Martin Luther said of such down-

home miracles, “God hides his pearls in a pile of dung where the devil can’t find them.”  Luther had a 

way with words, didn’t he?   But this pearl of a miracle didn’t make headlines; it was relatively hidden 

amongst the regular event of a wedding feast.  In fact, quite possibly the groom and bride never knew 

about this pearl of a miracle.  Somehow God intervened to provide a solution to their dilemma without 

their knowledge or effort.  And I have to wonder how often might that be the case for us in our lives?  

When we say, “things have a way of working out over time” are we actually acknowledging that behind-

the-scenes intervention from a loving Lord that may go unnamed?  How could we even know how many 

concerns or issues have been diverted or solved without our recognition because God has intervened in 
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ways of which we remain unaware?  Quite possibly, God is turning water into wine in our lives far more 

often than we realize.   

 But, while in itself a humble, hidden miracle---after all, what’s turning water into wine for the 

Creator of the universe?—this miracle and sign reveals a God of abundance.  There’s nothing niggling or 

meager or cautious about this miracle of water turned into wine---and that indicates to us that in the 

kingdom of God, there is abundance and overflowing blessing.  This miracle is foretaste of that. Given 

our use of wine in the sacrament of Holy Communion, we also discover in this miracle something about 

the abundance of grace and mercy we receive in the bread and wine every time we celebrate and receive 

that Sacrament.    

 This text leaves me with a challenge and a question.  The challenge is that this is a story of 

wonder, or miracles, of joy and abundance, and I have to admit that life right now seems a little short on 

some of those qualities.  Like many of you, perhaps, I am aware of worries, shortages, illnesses, 

limitations, highlighted by short days and long, cold nights.  That makes relating to this text a challenge, 

a stretch of our spiritual fitness.  But I think that stretch can be accomplished by reflecting on the 

question to which I also alluded.  Here is what I am asking myself in light of this miracle: Where is God 

turning water into wine in my life?  I will make so bold as to suggest that you might ask yourselves that 

same question: Where is God turning water into wine in your life?  Because I’m wagering that God has 

been turning water into wine for all of us, in any number of ways, which may go unnoticed.  Water is 

turned into wine. God responds to human needs, however humble.  And God responds not meagerly, not 

with just barely enough to do an adequate job. Abundance is God’s trademark.  When God is present, the 
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streets flow with wine.  God is an exuberant giver of blessings and provider of needs.  Where is God 

turning water into wine for you?  Amen.   
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