
Revelation 21    New      May 15, 2022 

 We have before us this morning a beautiful lesson from the book of Revelation, a vision 

from John of Patmos that is both present and future oriented, tender and hopeful and full of the 

new. Look at the “new” in this lesson.  John sees a “new heaven” and a “new earth”.  And Christ 

declares a few verses later, “See, I am making all things new.”  I am liking this lesson; I am 

liking the notion of new.  All around us in the natural world right now, we are witnessing the 

new.  I noticed that literally between Tuesday and Wednesday of last week, new buds appeared 

on our lilac bushes.  They weren’t visible on Tuesday; on Wednesday, they were.  Not only were 

they new, but they were that particular shade of fresh green that is unique to spring buds.  Each 

day during this long-delayed, much longed-for spring, we finally are now seeing new buds, 

newly returned birds, new patches of green in the grass, and we love it.  We are bringing out 

clothes we haven’t worn for 6 or 7 months perhaps, and they seem like new.  We can sit in the 

sunshine on our decks or patios and soak in warmth, and it feels like a new experience.  New is 

life-giving! New is restorative!  New is wonderful! 

 But new isn’t only life-giving, restorative, and wonderful, is it?  Our relationship with the 

new is a little more nuanced than just sheer enjoyment.  For example, in Duluth they will be 

putting in a new traffic circle at the intersection of Glenwood and Snively.  We travel that route 

fairly often up to the Kenwood area or up to the Mall.  I don’t like traffic circles.  They make me 

tense.  I would much prefer the installation of an old-school stop light to navigating this new way 

of handling traffic congestion.  And that’s not the only new entity about which I’m dubious.  

There are plenty of new television shows, new musical styles, new fashions, that I don’t care for 



much either.  I cringe every time I see a notification of a new update for my laptop or cellphone, 

as I wonder how this change may mess everything up.  I keep learning new concepts and gaining 

new understandings about issues like racism or economic justice, and this new learning makes 

my head hurt and my heart ache.  And here is one of my least favorite examples of the new---the 

oft-heard phrase, “the new normal”, often in quotation marks.  It references the honest reality 

that post-pandemic,  whatever the normal looks like, it will be a new normal and different from 

the old normal.  So, I don’t know what the “new normal” will look like, in church, for example, 

or for traveling or large gatherings or for all kinds of events---but I’m pretty sure I’m not going 

to like it all that much. Evidently,  new isn’t always life-giving, restorative, and wonderful.  New 

can make us anxious, angry, or disoriented.  New is a two-sided experience, to be sure. 

 Here’s another thing about “new”….we have no choice but to encounter it.  Because 

change is inevitable.  Even apart from pandemics and wars in Ukraine and divisive politics and 

the cycle of the seasons, change is always happening. We often hear that the only thing we can 

count on to remain constant is change. Which isn’t much of a constant!  Change requires the 

new; it necessitates endings and beginnings, since change is essentially a chain of endings and 

beginnings.  Endings and beginnings are also referenced in our lesson from Revelation.   “I am 

the Alpha and the Omega,” Christ says, “the beginning and the end.”   In some ways, this 

visionary lesson is a kind of reality therapy for us, insisting that change happens.  New happens.  

Beginnings and ends happen and lead to one another, which is why new happens.  This is not 

altogether a comfortable or comforting truth for us. This lovely vision in our lesson from 

Revelation has a little more depth, complexity, and challenge to it than we might initially 

perceive. It may leave us with this question: Is it good news that God makes all things new, if we 



are change-resistant, and liked things the way they were before?   You know, a lifetime of 

navigating beginnings and endings can seem like a lot of hard and thankless work. Let’s reflect 

upon some of those typical beginnings and endings.  The new beginning of bringing a new baby 

into the world is literally “hard labor”, isn’t it?  Beginning a new job or building a new home or 

taking a risk on a new relationship; all of these can be intimidating and labor-intensive. And 

endings aren’t necessarily any easier than beginnings.  Bringing a season of our lives to an end, 

even for a positive reason, can be challenging; the newly married may miss their single days; the 

new parents may miss their childless days; the newly retired may miss their working days.  And 

when endings are forced upon us rather than chosen, through circumstances like divorce or 

illness or job loss or death, it’s even harder to navigate them well.  Beginnings and endings can 

seem daunting rather than inspiring. 

 What I hear as profoundly encouraging in this regard are Christ’s words about being the 

Alpha and the Omega; the beginning and the end.  If Christ is within and around and beneath 

every beginning and end we face, that’s a whole different scenario than facing them solo. If the 

grace and power of God permeate every change, every start and every finish, then I can trust 

those changes, those starts and finishes, those endings and beginnings, into God’s hands and 

move forward in faith.  That’s an entirely different posture than tackling them all on my own, 

filled with uncertainty and anxiety and reluctance.  We may still feel uncertain and anxious and 

reluctant, when encountering the new, but if God is in the midst of the new, we can experience 

the new with some measure of calm and confidence.  We may even then embrace more fully the 

value of the new, the need for renewal, if we trust that God is in the mix.  Because in our more 

honest moments, I think we recognize that the old can’t and doesn’t last forever, and that renewal 



and newness are necessary and can be a blessing.  Not only in the world around us, but within 

ourselves.  Even if the new contains challenges and risks, we do have a longing within us for 

newness and renewal. 

So, maybe one of the crazy things that our Christian faith can do for us is show us that 

even in that which seems worn out, used up, and ever so old, there is newness.  Notice that in our 

lesson today God doesn’t say, “I will make all things new…some day”, but rather—“I am 

making all things new”….which means, even now, we and all creation are being made new.  

Which can be hard to believe.  Because sometimes we are the ones who feel worn out, used up 

and ever so old.  And sometimes the situation in our world sucks the life right out of us and 

wears us out and breaks our hearts.  Can we believe and trust that God is making all things new?   

 That verse begins with the word, “see”.  God declares, “See, look, pay attention--because  

I am making all things new.”  Perhaps we need to look with intentionality and eyes of faith to see 

how God is making all things new, even us?  Us, both individually, and corporately, as a church? 

One of our newer changes within our church building is our recently renovated kitchen, 

completed shortly before the pandemic shut down most kitchen activity.  Nevertheless, maybe 

we can have a little fun with theology and kitchens.  Because one commentary on this Revelation 

passage noted how God doesn’t just wipe everything out and begin again but rather renews what 

already is.  Which is what we did with our kitchen, as it happens.  We didn’t blow it up and start 

from nothing, discarding the good along with the bad, but rather we renewed and renovated from 

the good that was already present. And that is how God operates with us.  God doesn’t just get 

discouraged with us because we’re outdated or too cramped or have poor ventilation and so 



throws us away to start over; God works with us as we are, renews us in our present 

circumstances, finds a way to bring new out of old.   Aren’t you glad?  So, it’s not just our 

kitchen that’s been renewed, it’s us!  Take a look at us, collectively.  Are we the same as we were 

10 years ago?  Or even 5 years ago?  Not even close.  Take a look at yourself in the mirror.  Are 

you the same?  Or has a new passion entered your life?  An unexpected circumstance encouraged 

you into a new direction?  Or a spiritual insight warmed and consoled you?  We are being made 

new.  God says so.   “Behold, I am making all things new.  I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

beginning and the end.”   Although those words may contain risk and challenge, they are still 

good news, gospel words for us, as we trust God to be present in all of those changes and to 

renew us and our world.  God makes all things new, even us.   

 Please join me as I pray this centuries-old prayer of the church about beginnings and endings, 

once considered a sailor’s prayer:  

“Direct us, Lord God, in all our doings with your most gracious favor, and extend to us your 

continual help; that in all our works begun, continued, and ended in you, we may glorify your 

holy name, and finally by your mercy, bring us to everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. Amen.” 

 


